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UF/IFAS Extension, Florida Sea Grant (convener)
• Ad Hoc Membership

• Regional Agencies
• Federal Agencies
• Local Government Partners
• Universities
• Private Sector

Tampa Bay Climate Science Advisory Panel



OBJECTIVE

To provide scientific support to local governments planning for a changing climate.



7.8 inches

1. Sea Levels Are Already Rising



2. Regionally Corrected

• St. Petersburg Gauge
• Pasco, Pinellas, 

Hillsborough, Manatee, 
Sarasota

• Cedar Key Gauge
• Citrus, Hernando



3. Consistent With National Climate 
Assessment



3 Curves Recommended



Exclude NOAA Low Based on 
Observed Data



Likelihood Based on “Business As 
Usual” 
GHG Emissions

What on 

earth is an 

RCP?!?



Updated Projections are 
1 to 1.5 Feet Higher

Original Recommendation

Updated Recommendation



• Location
• Project Life Cycle
• Risk Tolerance
• Cost
• Criticality of Function 

4. Scenario-Based Adaptation 
Approach
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